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became a sort of lax talker against religion, fur I did not much think against it ; and this hwlrd till 1 went t,u Oxford, whore it would not IK: suffered1. Wlu'ii al Oxford, I (nuk up 'Law's Siriviis Call to a lM,v Life'! v.y.\\w.\.W£ to find it a dull book (us such books (.jcncrally ;uv),iiiul perhaps to hui};h al it. But I found Law quite an overmatch fur me; and this was ihu first occasion of my thinking in t-arncst of religion, after [ Invami: capable of rational inquiry1.' I''mm lhi« li'»>« forward religion
too often happens, intercepted his reformation.' Johnson's /fivXvf, vii. 115. ScOjiW, Oft. ID, 17711.
' We may compare, with this a passage, in VerecunduhiH'.s letter in The Ru»il>l(rt No, 157: 'Thminh many nmonn; my fellow students [at the university | look tin; opportunity of a morn remiss discipline to Kratify their passions, yet virtue picscrved h(M' n.'UWitl superiority, and (lime who Vi'lUlirnl In neglect Wt-ri: mil sult'ctrd to instill lit'i1.' Oxford at thi-, date was somewhat wayward in her Invc for religion. Wltiu-lield record-.: ' I had no sooner received ihe sat ta-mcnt puhlidy on a week-day al Si. Mary's, hut 1 wast set up as a mark for all the polite students tluit knew me to shoot at. By this they knew that 1 was commenced Methodist, for thnuKli there is a sueraineut sit the beginninK of every term, at whirh all, cspeeiidly ihe senior!), arti liy statute ohliffcil to he present, yet wt dreadfully lia« tlmt once, faithful t iiy played the harlot, that very few nifisters, and no tindergradualeN hut the. Methodists attended upon it. 1 daily underwent HOIIIC contt'inpt at aillejffi. h'dinu luive thrown dirt nt nifi; dtlicrn liy degrees look twny their pay from inc.1 Tyennun'H Whitefiehl, \. \(), Htury, (he Quaker, viMiiitf,' Oxford in 1731, .say.1., 'Of/ill |>lare«i wl)en:ver I have been the scholar-* «f Oxford were the nitle.sl, must Ki'l'ly, and unruly rahhle, and HKI.SI i»ii«i-cliievons.' .Story's/ni/rnn/, \>. 675,
" John Wesley, who was also al
Oxford, wihini; uf alinut this same ytMi, says : ' Mi-i-tiiif, mnv with Mr. l.a\v\ ('/r/7A//'.i// t'nfi'i/it'll and .sV/v'i'W-x (i*// tin* li|.;hi ilnwed in so iui(;htily upnii my snul dial every-ihiuj; ;i|ipr.ueil in a new view,1 \Vr.U-y'•• JiwtMl, i. <i.\. Whilelield wiiti". : ' lU-lmi- I wrnt in the Uni-M-i-.ily, I iin-t with Mr. 1 aw's .s't7v'(i/« Cii/f, lull hail U"t ihi'ii inniiey ID pint h.i-.r it. Sunn alter my coming up in tin1 I'liixcr-iiiy, sreinj; a small ediunii n| it in a fiii-ud'-. hantl ! sntin JIKH uicil it. (inil vvuilki'il pnweifully upnii my :,nul liy that and his ntlicr CKI t-lli'iit tif.ui•.!• u]»>n Cliiisiiitn per-fn linn.' '('jfiinan''. H'fiifsfl'fft/, i. 16.
Jnllltsnlt r.dlfil till' .SV»/i'//v Cult 'Ihc
(inc.t piei t- n{ hitit.itnty theulii({y in any laiiHiiaKi1;" /'"A ("70. A few
fll"lt(h'i In-fine hi-. ilt-iKh lir said ;•-• 1 \Villi.ini l..iw ttiuir (he best piece (if p.uelirlii dr.iiuty; but Willittm IMV wa^ iiu ir.iMiiH-r;' //(.</, June 9,
17$.|.      l.rtH'Wrtt ihf Illltll  llf(iilllKlll'il
father, and hfdit-d in (hi- huiisrcif (lie hi-.tti(i.iii''. iiiiiit. tu ilf.i liliiiij; (he Strii'MX dill (iililiuit say-i: 'His prt-tepu me riKi'li but they nrc fiiuddfd nit (lie n«n|irl; hii wrirc is »hai|», but it i-» dj.nvn Irmu the knowledge "f luiiiMit h'«*: and many of Jiis [inrir.iii'. air imt imwnrihy nf the pen rif l.a !!ruvisie, 1( hr lidd-i a spark (if pieiy in lii. n-.tiln''! mind hr willsnnn kiiiillr it In a ll.iuir.' (iibbnnVi Alisc, n'i»Jtt, i. ,M.
1 Mi-,. I'tu/^i h;r, fjivru a siratiKC fiinlailii.il airritinl nl (he nrixinul nf Ur. Juliiiwtn'u liclief in our mo:,i holy
was J'JIIK) .ioA;nioq:\\ , 'tp.io.u siq .ioj -inq '.unii!.ioij| siq .ioj IDU'uopjof .ioj i.iodso.i pin: OAO[ i: pi:q ojl
